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INFLUENZA REPORTED EPIDEMIC. 

During the last few weeks what is reported to be influenza has 
become epidemic in practically all parts of the United States. It 
is present from the Atlantic seaboard to the Pacific coast and has 
spread even to such regions as central New Mexico. The reports of 
service officers stationed in various parts of the country in regard 
to the prevalence of the disease will be found on pages 14-17. 



POLLUTION OF STREAMS BY MUNICIPAL SEWAGE. 

DAMAGES AWAEDED AGAINST A CITY BECAUSE OF THE POLLUTION OF A STREAM. 

The village of Batavia, N. Y., emptied its sewage into a stream. 
Suit for damages was brought against the city by property owners. 
The evidence showed that the stream was seriously polluted. In 
affirming the judgment awarding damages the appellate division of 
the New York Supreme Court said: "The inhabitants of a city or 
village, collectively, have no more right to pollute the waters of a 
stream than a single individual, and whore a city empties its sewer 
system into a living stream, as the defendant has done in this case, 
and damage results to the riparian owners, it must respond in dam- 
ages. If such acts are continued, and a proper case is made out, an 
injunction should issue restraining such unlawful acts; and if the 
village persists in defiance of the injunction, the village and local 
authorities responsible for such violation should be punished for 
contempt." 

The opinion is published on page 29 of this issue of the Public 
Health Keports. 

CONVICTION FOR FAILURE TO REPORT DISEASE. 

A DETROIT PHYSICIAN CONVICTED AND FINED FOR FAILURE TO REPORT A CASE OF 

DIPHTHERIA. 

On November 8, 1915, complaint was made to the health depart- 
ment of the city of Detroit, Mich., that there was at a certain address 
a case of communicable disease and that the house had - not been 
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